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Meetings held 

6.00pm for 6.30 pm 

Wednesday eve-

nings at the Me-

ridien Hotel, Mel-

bourne St. North      

Adelaide 

Partners and Visi-

tors welcome 

Rotary Club of Walkerville 
J U L Y  6 ,  2 0 1 6  B U L L E T I N  1 3 7 4  

 
Kent introduced Ross Curtis. Ross is an amateur 
musician.   
 
The Royal Fly-
ing Doctor 
Service (RFDS) 
is celebrating 
its 88th year 
this year.  
RFDS started 
in 1928 with a 
plane provided 
by Qantas.  In 
its first year of 
operation, it 
saw 255 pa-
tients.  Today, 
RFDS sees 
290,000 pa-
tients every 
year and operates with 66 aircrafts.  These 
planes do 123 flights everyday on average in-
volving about 72,000 kms flight distance.  RFDS 
services Murray, Andamooka, Marla, Mt Isa, 
Alice Springs, Broken Hill, among others.  RFDS 
today is also servicing more and more rural and 
regional centers including Port Lincoln, the 
Riverland and Kingscote.   
 
RFDS is also increasingly providing remote clinic 
in remote areas where RFDS will fly a GP so 
people can have their routine medical check-

ups.  Sometimes these check-ups are done in a 
center but often just inside the plane if there 

are no buildings 
available.  RFDS 
also provides ma-
ternal health ser-
vices, inter-
hospital and inter-
state transfers and 
medical chests 
services 
(containing an 
assortment of 
medicines). 
 
RFDS will be mov-
ing shortly to its 
new base in the 
Adelaide airport 
adjacent to the 

southern end of Harbourtown.  
Today’s operation is about speed and urgency 
and so RFDS introduced a new faster jetplane 
(cost $10m) which reduced the flight time of 
flying a patient from Alice Springs to Adelaide 
from 3 hours to 100 minutes. 
 
In terms of funding, RFDS operates through 
government funding but mostly through public 
support.  RFDS planes do not carry organs.   
   
For more information and if you would like to 

donate, please see https://

Royal Flying Doctor Service 

Ross Curtis of the RFDS 

Meeting 

President Susan welcomed everyone especially our guest speaker Ross Curtis of the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service, Patrick O’Shea of the Rotary Club of Bright and his colleague Rick Furrell.   
 
President Susan briefly discussed some feedback from the club members on how we can better 
manage the weekly bulletin given that Mye and Cathy are both working full time and Cathy in 
particular has a very young family.   
 
Director’s updates: 
 
Finance – Allan reminded those who have not paid their member’s fees. 
 
Club Administration – nil report. 
 
Secretary – DG John Pohl asked everyone to email him if they would prefer a digital or hard copy 

https://www.flyingdoctor.org.au/
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Meeting  No. Topic Speaker Host Sergeant  Attendance Meals 

13 July  1375 District Governor DG John Pohl Susan Pal-
tridge 

Harry Jarvis Ken Dorring-
ton 

Chicken Satay OR Pizza  

20 July 1376 Rotary in the 
Maldives 

Don Will Bill Marsh John Ruth-
erford 

Rex Adams Lamb curry with rice 
OR Meatballs cannello-

UPCOMING EVENTS 

of the club’s Annual Report for FY 15-16. 
 
International/Foundation – Fran discussed that the committee held a 
meeting and discussed a possible water project in a remote and isolated 
indigent community in the Philippines.  The committee also discussed 
holding a ‘Russian’ night as an international social event for early next 
year.  We will also be looking at forwarding a feature article about our 
solar lights project to the Rotary Down Under magazine for publication.   
 
Community Service – David is overseas, so Rex discussed that the Cudlee 
Creek tree planting has been moved to a different date due to availability 
of the Wilderness School students.   
 
Membership/PR – Peter provided some brief updates on the Art Show 
including confirmation that the raffle prize is a painting donation from 
Victoria Ralinski.  The committee should be able to distribute tickets to 
sell soon.  

Happy Bucks – Colin’s wife celebrated her 84th 
birthday. Patrick and Rick in Adelaide for work 
are staying in an apartment this time instead of 
in a caravan park.  Juliet shared her encounter 
with Mr X (Nick Xenohphon).  Nina is going on an 
8-week holiday through Wales, Spain and France.  
Walter went on a cruise and has now enrolled in 
a card magic training.   
 
Raffle – $24 2 of spades to President Susan 


