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Meetings held 

6.00pm for 6.30 pm 

Wednesday eve-

nings at the Me-

ridien Hotel, Mel-

bourne St. North      

Adelaide 

Partners and Visi-

tors welcome 
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President Gavan welcomed 
everyone and guests Pamela 
Rajkowski (guest speaker), 
Libby Andrew and David Cole-
man from the Rotary Club of 
Redlands Bayside in Queens-
land. 
 
Why I joined Rotary? 
Previously, Walter Lebedew 
had shared that he came to 
Australia as a migrant but con-
siders himself more as a refu-
gee arriving in Australia in the 

1950s.  After arriving in Aus-
tralia, he worked as a trades-
man and established a com-
fortable life for himself and his 
family.  He has been very ac-
tive in the Russian community 
in Adelaide as president and 
board member of some of the 
organizations.  He joined Rota-
ry because a friend invited him 
to attend a meeting.  He knew 
what Rotary was about and so 
after a few meetings he be-
came a member.  His friend 
had left the club after a couple 
of years but he stayed.  Over 
the past 20++ years that he 

has been a Rotarian, he was 
very busy with his business, 
involvement with other organ-
isations, and lecturing at the 

MEETING 

*excerpt from Pamela’s web-
site*  
Pamela Rajkowski is a research 
author specialising in the histo-
ry, heritage and contribution 
of the Australian Afghan Cam-
eleers ( 1860 - 1930). Pamela 
regularly collaborates with 
Afghan Cameleer descendants 
across Australia.  Although her 
research is founded on a range 
of secondary sources (e.g. ar-
chives, newspapers,), it is en-
riched by ongoing conversa-
tions with descendants. 
  
Pamela's work has been 
sourced by academics, muse-
ums and the media, both na-
tionally and internationally. 
  
Pamela is credited as being 
one of the first authors to re-
search the history of the Af-

ghan cameleers of Australia 
and uncovered previously un-
known files of stolen genera-
tion Aboriginal children of 
Western Australia (Linden Girl) 
that remained active until the 
1970s. 
 
‘IN THE TRACKS OF THE 
CAMELMEN’ -  The first book 
to trace the history of the Af-
ghan and Indian camel drivers 
in Australia. It paints a vivid 
picture of the camelmen, their 
families and communities, 
their way of life and, of course, 
their camels. And it records 
their crucial contribution to 
the opening up of this conti-
nent and to Australia’s growth, 
development and prosperity. 
 
Some interesting facts from 
Pamela’s presentation: 

Afghan cameleers first landed 
in Australia in 1865 from 
Karachi (now part of Paki-
stan) to Port Augusta.  
South Australians Thomas 
Elder and Barr Smith 
brought camels to 
transport resources to 
the UK, used camel 
strings as mode of trans-
portation and thus need-

ed to bring in cameleers.  They 
brought in Afghan cameleers 
becausethey knew how to 
read the stars and water pool, 
skills very useful in the 
transport of goods across out-
back Australia.  Afghans used 
to travel to look for work and 
so they came to Australia as 
contract workers.  The first 
permanent mosque in Austral-
ia was built on Little Gilbert 
Street in Adelaide.  By mid 
1900s, train became the mode 
of transportation within Aus-
tralia, including the Great 
Northern Railway or now com-
monly referred to as the 
‘Ghan’.   
 
For more information about 
the history of Afghan camel-
eers in Australia, please check 
out Pamela’s website http://

Pamela Rajkowski: Afghan cameleers in Australia 

Reminder 

Next social night will be 
Wed 1st June at the South 
Australian History Museum 
at Kintore Avenue behind 
the state library. Meet at 
6pm, dinner after at Fellini 
Café at O’Connell Street. 
Partners, Family and 
friends are welcome. 
Please RSVP with Kent 
Andrew. 

http://www.pamelarajkowski.com/
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Meetin
g  

No. Topic Speaker Host Sergeant  Attendance Meals 

25th 
May 

1368 Rotary Education Pro-
grams at Calperum 

Dick Cuttle Cathy Lacar Harry Jarvis Susan Paltridge Roast of the Day OR 

Thai grilled chicken salad 

1st 
June 

1369 Social night -  Muse-
um of Australian His-
tory at Kintore Ave-
nue behind the state 
library. Meet at 6pm, 
dinner after at Fellini 
Café at O’Connell 
Street.  

    Order at Fellini Café at 
O'Connell Street, 

Calendar of events 
28th May -1st June R.I. Convention   SEOUL  KOREA 

1st June Socials night at the Museum of Australian History, Kintore Avenue, Adelaide 6pm 

19th June Sun PSA with the Wilderness School, strings, choir and singers at the Walkerville Town hall 

24th & 25th June Tree planting at Cudlee Creek. Contact Rex Adams for more info 

25th June Opening of the Shade house with guest Lord Mayor of Walkerville, 10am till 11am 

21st August Sun PSA with Trio Montagne, Walkerville Town Hall 

16th October Sun PSA with the Myall Ensemble, Walkerville Town Hall 

4th December Sun Elite accordion orchestra, Walkerville Town Hall 

University of Adelaide on Russian histo-
ry.  He could not give enough time with 
Rotary projects.  Now, he remains to be 
Rotary member which speaks highly of 
what he thinks of Rotary. 
 
Committee updates: 
Secretary (John) – this month is Youth 
Services month; RYPEN 3-5 June applica-
tions are now open; National Youth Sci-
ence Forum applications are now open, 
for Years 9 & 10; the Board will also dis-
cuss continuing support to the University 
of Adelaide Aboriginal laptop program. 
 
Youth & Vocation (Liz) – asked if the Club 
can sponsor a student to participate in 

RYLAR  
 
Club Admin (Kent) – please put in your 
diary 1 June 2016 visit to the Migration 
Museum to see the Russian exhibition at 
6pm and then off to O’Connell Street for 
dinner. 
 
International & Foundation (Allan) – re-

minded everyone about the Rotary 

Foundation dinner this Saturday and the 

Australian Rotary Health event, please 

see the District dispatch for more details.  

Raffle 

$20 to Ken Dorrington  

Happy Bucks 

Bill shared his ‘unique’ experience in 

trying to locate a government depart-

ment in the city; Margaret shared a ‘Star 

Wars’ moment; Libby mentioned that 

she was a Rotary exchange student in 

Brazil and now the granddaughter of the 

family who hosted her will be arriving in 

July in Adelaide as an exchange student 

for six months at Seymour College.  


